Howardian Hills AONB Grant Scheme
Do you have an idea for a project which will conserve and enhance the AONB or connect
people with the landscape?
If your answer is yes then read on…
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) covers 204sqkm (79sqmiles) of the
North Yorkshire countryside, nestled between the North York Moors National Park, the Yorkshire
Wolds and the Vale of York i.e. between the towns of Helmsley and Malton and the Vale of York. The
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty designation was confirmed in 1987, in recognition of its national
landscape importance.

Figure 1: Topographical Map of the Howardian Hills AONB
The Howardian Hills AONB Project Fund is run by the Howardian Hills AONB Partnership which is
funded by Defra, North Yorkshire County Council, Ryedale District Council and Hambleton District
Council.
The Howardian Hills Joint Advisory Committee has an annual budget to assist with the
implementation of the Management Plan* and it targets these resources at the Plan’s Priority
Sites and Objectives. The AONB Project Fund can provide grants to assist with a range of works
under the three themes of
1. AONB Enhancement - natural environment,
2. AONB Enhancement - historic environment
3. AONB Enhancement - sustainable development and rural economy.

We are interested in projects which:












protect the flora and fauna of the Howardian Hills AONB
restore, enhance or create wildlife habitat or benefit priority species
enhance, restore and improve understanding of ecological networks in the AONB
restore cultural or historic features or assets
improve opportunities for people to access and enjoy the area, especially for those who may
not otherwise have the opportunity to do so
promote greater understanding of the area and encourage appropriate recreational
opportunities
research, interpret, celebrate or raise awareness of the special qualities of the area; its
nature, history or culture
connect people with the landscape
promote participation in traditional rural skills
involve the local community or volunteers
support local communities in moving towards sustainable low carbon living

Funding is available to assist with the on-going management of sites as well as one-off capital
schemes. Assistance will normally be in the range of 30-75% of approved costs, but could be up to
100% in certain circumstances. Work may be assisted via either grant aid or direct works organised
and funded by the AONB Unit itself.
For most projects a simple 1-page application form applies. For large or complex projects we may
ask for fuller details of the project including itemised costings. Applicants will be advised of this once
they’ve submitted an initial application form and started discussions with AONB Unit staff. Copies of
the grant guidance notes and an application form can be downloaded from the Howardian Hills
website www.howardianhills.org.uk/about-us/grants

Here’s some examples of projects we have already funded:

Outdoor Classroom at Crayke Primary School

Traditional hedgerow boundary restoration, Bulmer

Dry stone wall restoration in Scackleton Village

Amotherby Church Yard Interpretation Board

Pond dipping platform, Terrington

Hovingham village hall roof repairs

Please ensure you have read the guidance carefully before completing your application.
Grants cannot be offered retrospectively so do not start your project until you have heard whether
your grant application has been successful.
Completed application forms, together with any supporting documentation, should be returned to
the AONB Team at: Howardian Hills AONB, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York. YO62 5BP
or info@howardianhills.org.uk

*A copy of the Howardian Hills Management Plan can be found on our website
www.howardianhills.org.uk

