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Who are Ryedale Environmental Group (REG)?

The Ryedale Environmental Group (REG) is a developing grass roots organisation helping local
communities reduce Ryedale’s carbon footprint, promoting positive projects to reduce
environmental impacts across the district. It acts as a discussion forum for established
environmental groups such as Kirkbymoorside and Hovingham, as well as fledgling groups
including Helmsley, Malton/Norton, Pickering, Kirby Misperton and Slingsby. New groups are
encouraged to join and monthly meetings allow us to share successful initiatives and
brainstorm new ideas. We are strictly apolitical and welcome new members from all political
persuasions and walks of life.

REG Talks

Our online talks via zoom remain popular and recent topics have included wildlife gardening,
discussion with local environmentalists from Uganda and Peru, a reading and talk from nature
writer Amy-Jane Beer, and a presentation from Third Energy about plans for geothermal energy
in the area! Please check www.ryedaleenvirogroup.co.uk for details of future events.

Green Guide for Visitors

We are delighted to announce that, following a collaboration between Paul Norrington of REG
and Craig Nattress of Ryedale District Council, local accommodation providers can now access
and/or signpost a special green guide developed for tourists visiting Ryedale.

The document is available to download from the REG website and includes information on
recycling facilities, zero waste and refill shops, organic produce, electric vehicle charging and
public transport.

REG announces partnership with national Refill campaign

In an effort to help solve the plastic problem, Ryedale Environmental Group is delighted to
announce it has become a proud partner of refill.org.uk, a national campaign to help reduce our
use of pointless packaging. Local businesses are encouraged to offer free tap water refills to
customers, promoting this service via window stickers and a downloadable mobile app. People
on the move simply check the app to see all local participating businesses in the area.

www.ryedaleenvirogroup.co.uk
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Upcoming Events

Ecofair returns to Ryedale
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underway for an even bigger event in a new venue.

Designed to showcase all the ways in which local businesses and organisations can help
Ryedale’s residents and visitors to enjoy a greener, healthier lifestyle, the fair coincides
with the national Big Green Week celebration, and will be held in the Milton Rooms,
Malton, on Saturday 24th September, 10am-2pm.

So far, we have 30 stalls confirmed, with highlights including:

o Stalls from organisations such as the Dragonfly Society, Pickering Hedgehog Rescue,
Friends of the Earth and the RSPB

e Spotlight on a number of campaigns, including the national Refill scheme

o Stalls from low & zero-waste shops

e Apple Juice and Morsbag projects

e Info on the 20 is Plenty' campaign

e Local handmade crafts

e Electric vehicles on display outside the venue, courtesy of JB Motors

e Fresh coffee from Happy Barista

e A space for young people & families, with fun science, woodcraft & nature-inspired art,
as well as sessions with the author of a series of environmental books for kids!

e Local environmental groups sharing ways they're working to minimise waste, save
energy and provide community services such as Repair Cafés and Give or Take Days.

Come along and have a chat, ask questions or find an eco swap. There'll be something for
everyone and lots of friendly faces. We look forward to seeing you there!

www.ryedaleenvirogroup.co.uk
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Stories from Local Environmental Projects

To Give or to Take? That is the question.

Joy Andrews explains the inspiration behind Pickering Environmental Group's Give or Take
days, now held in several locations across Ryedale.

Many moons ago, | remember going to the local 'tip' and often coming back with more items
than | took. Way back then, the chap overseeing the dumping of rubbish would cast his eye over
everyone's rubbish and pick the gems out — the old adage 'One man's rubbish is another man's
treasure' springs to mind. He would put the treasures out sometimes after a bit of tinkering and
people would give him a couple of quid for his trouble.

Times have changed and, although it is great that our disposal of rubbish has come on leaps
and bounds over the last decade or so, the man who could mend is no more. 'One person's
rubbish may be another person's treasure' but unfortunately, once it's gone through those
amenity site gates, no one can get their hands on it. Add to this the salerooms and charity shops
becoming a little more selective, we felt there was a real opening for guilt-free, feel-good
recycling.

Pickering Environment Group hosts three Give or Take Days a year at Pickering Memorial Hall.
People are encouraged to bring quality items they no longer want (usually the night before the
event) and others come and take it. It is worth noting that it is a give OR take day - you don't
have to bring something in order to take something. Equally, if you drop something off you are
not obliged to take anything. After the event, Ryedale District Councils Street Scene remove
anything that's left over (after the Salvation Army has taken any clothes, shoes & books).

This is recycling at its best!!

These events are happening in several locations around Ryedale - keep an eye out on ours, but
if anyone is interested in setting one up in their village, | would be more than happy to advise
them on what to do. Contact Joy Andrews (07557909785).
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Denim Challenge to launch this September

The aim of the challenge is to raise awareness of the impact of denim
production on the environment and encourage denim to be used to
the end of its life.

Use your old or worn out denim to join the challenge.

Are you a crafter, artist, collager, upholsterer, enthusiastic mender?
Show us your skills! Be creative, inventive and imaginative......

Show us what you can produce from denim and we will include it in
our exhibition at the end of November. There is a collecting box for
unwanted denim in Pickering Memorial Hall.

Contact pickeringdenimchallenge@gmail.com for more details.

www.ryedaleenvirogroup.co.uk
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News from Local Environmental Groups

The beginnings of Slingsby environmental group
(Kate Stansfield)

Relocating back Ryedale after 18 years in Leeds, | was keen to meet
other people interested in taking action for the planet and was
delighted to come across REG when researching local action before
we even started packing!

After settling into village life, | contacted The Triangle, our brilliant newsletter covering Slingsby,
South Holme and Fryton, and asked if they would publish a small piece asking readers if they
were interested in forming an environmental group.

Five of us met for a brainstorming session in May 2022, welcoming
the company and guidance of Caroline Davis from Project Purple in
neighbouring Hovingham.

~ Qhich ideas 5&5“" vote ?  TEA

i,ll"

We had a stall at the village school's Duck Race event in July and
were able to do some informal consultation with visitors, asking
them to describe what they would like to see in the Slingsby of
2030, and to vote for their favourite eco ideas.
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Our next steps are to incorporate an environmental section in our upcoming parish survey to
provide further focus and direction, but there is already support for community litter-picking
events, recycling facilities, wildflower and tree planting, and perhaps even a reusable party kit for
hire!
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Friends of Helmsley Railbed (Helen Gundry)

Friends of Helmsley Railbed are fundraising for some more stone to improve the muddy sections
of railbed path, and also for a longer and wider bridge over Spittle Beck, so that prams,
wheelchairs and bicycles can access the railbed to enjoy it.

We have an account for donations: Friends of Helmsley Railbed 60-83-01 20454157.

| [ Trmemm—a,  for details about the longer route see:
https://getryedalecycling.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Kirkbymoorside_Helmsley_Path
_for_Everyone_22_june_2022.pdf

Helen's email, helenspost@msn.com, can be used for any
questions.

www.ryedaleenvirogroup.co.uk
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