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Who are Ryedale Environmental Group (REG)?

The Ryedale Environmental Group (REG) is a developing grass roots organisation helping local
communities reduce Ryedale’s carbon footprint, promoting positive projects to reduce
environmental impacts across the district. It acts as a discussion forum for established
environmental groups such as Kirkbymoorside and Hovingham, as well as fledgling groups
including Helmsley, Malton/Norton, Pickering and Kirby Misperton. New groups are
encouraged to join and monthly meetings allow us to share successful initiatives and
brainstorm new ideas. We are strictly apolitical and welcome new members from all political
persuasions and walks of life.

REG Talks

Our online talks via zoom remain popular and recent topics have varied from wildlife
gardening to a discussion with local environmentalists from Uganda and Peru! Please check
www.ryedaleenvirogroup.co.uk for details of future events.

Business Sustainability Champion project

Hats off to four local business from the tourism sector who have decided to investigate how
they could “green up” their businesses by working with teams of students from The University
of York as part of the Community Sustainability Champions programme. Those who have taken
part in November are: The Beck Isle Museum, Low Costa Mill, National Bird of Prey Centre and
Scampston Walled Garden

Further opportunities to take part will be available in 2022. For more information about the
programme contact_ryedaleeg@hotmail.com.

REG Display Material

A grant application has been lodged for an exhibition stand and associated equipment and
work has begun on the display material promoting local initiatives and giving suggestions on
reducing your carbon footprint. We hope to use this equipment at suitable public events in
2022 and any suggestions and invitations will be very welcome. Please contact us via
ryedaleeg@hotmail.com.
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News from Local Environmental Groups

The Helmsley Green Team
- Our first Give and Take Day by Eileen Shearer

Helmsley Green Team held our first ever Give or Take event 20th-21st November 2021.
Spurred on by encouragement and help from the Kirkbymoorside group, we duly booked
the venue at Helmsley Town Hall, organised extensive publicity through local posters,
roadside billboards and banners, on social media and in the local press, - and on the day
we rallied our team of loyal volunteers.

We were very fortunate to have financial support from Ryedale District Council for the
costs of premises and publicity, and they also arranged for their waste crew to swiftly and
efficiently remove the small number of items remaining at the end. We are also grateful to
Ryedale Environment Group, whose public liability policy covered us for the event — not to
mention their moral support!

We were able to lay on refreshments on the day thanks to Helmsley Scout and Explorer
Groups. These proved very popular, the proceeds of which were shared between the
Scouts and ourselves.

The event proved very popular, despite some trepidation on our part when we realised
that the Fair was in town at the same time! In the end it all worked out well and we had a
steady flow of people bringing unwanted items on early Saturday evening, and throughout
Sunday morning. There was quite a queue eagerly awaiting entry when we opened our
doors on the Sunday morning, and a crowded couple of hours ensued.

There was much interest in our downstairs room containing furniture and other unwieldy
items that we preferred not to carry up the stairs to the main room. Overall there was a
huge range of items: books, CDs, and even 78rpm records, bric a brac, kitchen and
household equipment, sports items, clothing and shoes, handbags, toiletries, gardening
equipment, not to mention various electrical good - which we PAT tested on site, to
comply with our insurance.

Although entry was free, we did have donation boxes,
and our tally including refreshments (before
expenses) was just over £120. We estimate that over
75% of what was given was taken by the public. We are
delighted to add this to the funding we have received
from Helmsley Town Council and NYCC, for which we
are very grateful. We had many positive comments on
the day and since and we plan to organise another
Give or Take event in spring 2022 - carefully timed to
avoid any clashes with other local groups of course!

Visit the REG FB page to find details of the next Give or
Take day in the area, currently being held by the
Helmsley, Kirkbymoorside, Pickering and
Malton/Norton groups.
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News from Local Environmental Groups

Hovingham'’s Project Purple
- Repair Café by David Davis

Project Purple from Hovingham held their recent Repair Café on 23rd October 2021 and
welcomed 51 visitors plus volunteers, cake bakers and fixers and in 2 hours, 80% of the
items were repaired and saved from waste.

The fixed items included: cycle brakes, lawn mower, jacket alteration, a drawer fixed, a
pepper grinder, a wireless speaker, an amplifier, table lamp and a garden chair.

Three Morsbags were made during the event and made available for free. Morsbags are
fabric bags made from unwanted textiles that would otherwise go to landfill or for
incineration. The bags are given away to reduce the use of plastic bags and the impact
they have on marine life.

For more information on Project Purple in please visit
www.project-purple.org.uk or email
projectpurple@hovingham.org.uk.

As well as a leading member of Project Purple, David
Davis is also on the committee of REG as Treasurer
and a key team member in the Apple Juice Project.
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Pickering Foodshare by Margaret Kirby

The Pickering Food Share in Ings Garth Community Hall
is still going strong. With the cooler weather, the doors
are now open from 9.30am on Wednesday and Friday
mornings, for tea or coffee and a chat, although food is
not available until 10am. Doors now close at mid-day.

To date over 54.408 KG of food have been distributed,
rather than going to landfill and apx 107,000 people
have been fed with the food. Anyone can visit the
centre and get food, no restrictions, and no charge is
made but most give a donation to off set the running
costs. There is also a raffle, and leading up to Christmas,
a Christmas Stall.

More volunteers to collect and distribute the food are
always appreciated.
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Member Spotlight

Helen Gundry of Kirkbymoorside Environmental Group
How do local members first get involved? In this edition,
we hear from Helen Gundry who is not only an active
member of the Kirkbymoorside Environmental Group,
also a leading figure in the Morsbus network and the
Ryedale Cycle Forum.

All over the world, people volunteer, and great
friendships are made in doing so. My Mum and Dad met
when Dad volunteered for a Quaker workcamp that Mum
was organising. | have met some great people through
volunteering. Yes, OK, a few horrible people too!

I did voluntary work in Hull, before moving to Kirkbymoorside in 2003. | joined KMEG at a big
event organised by KMEG in 2007, where Naresh from Transitionnetwork.org came up from
Totnes to talk about a low carbon economy, and climate change. | had three small sons by
2009, and helping at Toddler Group was my limit. In 2010, Kirkbymoorside Pre-school was using
the old canteen, and we parents were told that the building was to be demolished. The
Pre-school would have to close, unless we found somewhere to go. | found myself getting into
gear, contacting Council officials and school Governors, helping to fundraise. My best way of
working, in a small team, managed to get the funds for a new and green building, with super
insulation and solar panels.

Ryedale Cycle Forum started slowly. After a few years of talking hopefully, we realised that
North Yorkshire County Council were making no cycle routes. Craig Nattress started the
getryedalecycling.com website, and progress since then has been thanks to the joint efforts of
volunteer cyclists and District Council Members and officers. Moorsbus.org has been a huge
challenge since 2013, but is hugely worth it. KMEG trots on, doing good stuff, gathering
supporters in our town, and sometimes opposition. We are swimming with the tide these days,
building a more sustainable future. | don't, however, think most people are doing enough yet.

Events Update

Ecofair 2021

Our first ever Ecofair was held Pickering Memorial Hall and we had no idea what to expect. We
were expecting over 20 stallholders and no stone had been left unturned regarding publicity,
but would people actually visit? We needn’t have worried! Over 250 visitors turned out and
highly positive reviews were received from all involved. A similar event is anticipated for 2022.
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REG Secretary Peter Winter with the Mayor of Kirkbymoorsde Nick Holroyd.
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