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WELCOME





What are bumblebees?

Hymenoptera order which includes
(bees, wasps, ants & sawflies)

Social insects

Flower visitors

Hard -working pollinators

They have cuckoos, just like the birds
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Myth Busting

Bumblebees and Honeybees

A tale of two stings

Do bumblebees really defy the 
laws of physics?



Bumblebees and Honeybees

Bumblebees

ÁWild -underground nests

Á18 social species and 6  
cuckoo  species

Á50-400 workers

Á No dancing!

ÁOnly the queen survives 
winter

ÁStruggling due to flower 
shortages - habitat loss.

Honeybees

Á Domesticated - hives

Á Only one species

Á 50,000 workers

Á óWaggledanceô

Á Colony survives winter

Á Hives badly affected by 
diseases. 

ÁNot suffering the same 
declines as bumblebees



Stings

Myth: Bumblebees die when 
they sting.

Myth Busted: Honeybees die 
when they sting. 





Bumblebees in the UK

Around 270 species of bee

24 bumblebees

1 honeybee

The rest are solitary bees

All bees get nectar from flowers (fuel) 
and protein -rich pollen (for growth).

Annual Life Cycle



True bee or not true bee?



The bumblebee life cycle



The big six! Common and widespread bumblebees

White-tailed 
bumblebee 

(Bombus lucorum)
complex

Buff-tailed 
bumblebee 
(Bombus 

terrestris)

Garden bumblebee 
(Bombus 

hortorum)

Early bumblebee 
(Bombus 

pratorum)

Red-tailed 
bumblebee  

(Bombus lapidaries)

Common carder 
bee (Bombus 
pascuorum)



The big seven!

Tree bumblebee         
(Bombus hypnorum)

All distributional data from NBN, with 
special thanks to BWARS.



Schematic representation range of plants visited by honey bees 

and bumblebees (showing area of overlap)

Tongue length (mm) 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Honey bee worker 

Bumblebee worker

Bumblebee queen



What crops do bumblebees pollinate?
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Why are bumblebees declining?



Pesticides



What can we do to help bumblebees?



Gardening for bumblebees

Å Some bumblebee species are now more common in 
gardens and parks than in  the countryside

Å Gardens cover more than 1 million hectares in the 
UK

Å Itôs important to have the right plants that provide 
pollen and nectar from March -September.
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What flowers?



Hanging baskets



Composting



Blossom Sequences





What is Bee Kind?



Bee The Change
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Surveys - Bee Walk: 

National scheme to collect 
abundance data

Helps us detect population declines 
over time

Volunteers walk a 1-2km route once 
a month between March and 
October recording all bumblebee 
species seen and the number of 
each species seen



Join us! 


