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What are bumblebees?

Hymenoptera order which includes
(bees, wasps, ants & sawflies)

Social insects

Flower visitors

Hard -working pollinators ;
They have cuckoos, just like the birds

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Myth Busting
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Bumblebees and Honeybees

A tale of two stings | MYTH@W}ER 31

Do bumblebees really defy the
laws of physics?

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Bumblebees and Honeybees

Bumblebees Honeybees

A Wild -underground nests A Domesticated - hives

A 18 social species and 6 A Only one species
cuckoo species A 50,000 workers

A 50-400 workers A &aggledance

A No dancing! A Colony survives winter

A Only the queen survives A Hives badly affected by

winter diseases.

A Not suffering the same
declines as bumblebees

bumblebeeconservation.org

A Struggling due to flower
shortages- habitat loss.
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Myth: Bumblebees die when
they sting.

Myth Busted: Honeybees die
when they sting.

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Bumblebees in the UK

Around 270 species ofbee
24 bumblebees

1 honeybee
The rest aresolitary bees

All bees get nectar from flowers (fuel)
and protein-rich pollen (for growth).

Annual Life Cycle

bumblebeeconservation.org
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True bee or not true bee?

bumblebeeconservation.org
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The bumblebee life cycle
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The big six! Common and widespread bumblebees

......................

White -tailed Buff-tailed Garden bumblebee
bumblebee bumblebee (Bombus
(Bombus lucorum) (Bombus . hortorum)
complex terrestris) e
Red-tailed Common carder
Early bumblebee bumblebee : bee Bombus
(Bombus (Bombus lapidaries) - pascuorum)
pratorum)

bumblebeeconservation.org
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The big seven!

Bombus hypnorum

# Records received 2011
o Records received 2001-2010
F 7o,

g 55
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Tree bumblebee
(Bombus hypnorum)

All distributional data from NBN, with
special thanks to BWARS.

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Tongue length (mm)
Honey bee worker
Bumblebee worker
Bumblebee queen

Schematic representation range of plants visited by honey bees
and bumblebees (showing area of overlap)

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Why are bumblebees declining?

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Pesticides

bumblebeeconservation.org



% Bumblebee
ef Conservation

®® Trust

What can we do to help bumblebees?
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Gardening for bumblebees

A Some bumblebee species are now more common in
gardens and parks than in the countryside

A Gardens cover more than 1 million hectares in the
UK

A l1tds important to have t
pollen and nectar from March -September.
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What flowers?

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Hanging baskets

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Composting

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Blossom Sequences

Species JIFIM|AIM|J|J|A|S|O|NI|D
Acer campestre

Acer campestre ‘Elsrijk’
Acer x freemanii

Ainus glutinosa
Amelanchier lamarckii
Betual nigra

Betual pubescens
Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Cornus kousa chinensis
Corylus coiurna

Crataegus monogyna
Fagus sylvatica
Liquidamber styracifiua
Liriodendron tulipifera
Malus 'Evereste’

Malus domestica 'allegron
pippin'

Prunus avium 'Plena’
Prunus domestica 'Victoria'
Quercus robur

Sorbus aria

Tilia cordata 'Greenspire’
Tilia tormentosa 'Barbant’
Betula pendula

Cornus sanguinea

Cornus sericea 'Flaviraema’
Euonymus europaeus

bumblebeeconservation.org
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What is Bee Kind?

Flower finder

Click the filters on and off to help identify
the bee-friendly flowers in your garden.

Know the name of your plant?

Flower colour

I I

Yellow Pink White

Number of petals

TN
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Beekind ® 1

Bee Kkind flowers

Allium (pink) Allium (purple) '__;J

Allium (white) | J

Aquilegia (blue, | ‘

nurnle)

Aquilegia (red, = ‘ Aquilegia (white)
nink)

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Bee The Change
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Help save bumblebees —
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bumblebeeconservation.org
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Surveys - Bee Walk:
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National scheme to collect

abundance data

Helps us detect population declines Lol

over time

Volunteers walk a 1-2km route once
a month between March and
October recording all bumblebee
species seen and the number of
each species seen

bumblebeeconservation.org
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Join us!

bumblebeeconservation.org



