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What are Invasive 
Non-native Species?

• Plants, animals and other organisms 
introduced outside their natural range 
by people.​

• Most non-native species are harmless, 
but some spread rapidly and become 
invasive.​

• Invasive species can harm wildlife, 
environments, the economy, health 
and quality of life.​

• One of the top threats to global 
biodiversity costing the British 
economy over £1.7 billion a year.



How do they harm native wildlife & the 
environment?

• Out-compete native species for food, 
light and space.​

• Prey on native wildlife or spread 
diseases.​

• Damage habitats and ecosystem 
processes.​

• Contribute to biodiversity loss and can 
increase management costs.​



How are they spread?

• Deliberate releases of plants, pets or 
animals.​

• Hitch-hikers on boats, equipment, vehicles, 
footwear and clothing.​

• Movement of soil, water, garden waste and 
contaminated materials.​

• International travel and trade.​



The no. of new species arriving in the UK is increasing



What can I do to help?

1. Check, Clean, Dry equipment after outdoor activities.​

2. Never release pets or aquarium species into the wild.​

3. Dispose of garden waste responsibly.​

4. Learn to recognise and report invasive non-native species.​

5. Get involved in conservation volunteering



Where can I find out more?

• GB Non-Native Species Secretariat: 
www.nonnativespecies.org​

• National Landscapes and local recording 
groups.​

• iRecord , INNS Mapper and local 
environmental records centres.​

• Look for Invasive Species Week 
resources and guidance.​


